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the army were astonished at such endurance. They
advised that the Regent be put on the first boat and
taken away to be nursed, to Italy or some Island. King
Peter was also in favour of that. " Even if the worst
befall us, let not the enemy have the triumph of capturing
the heir to the throne 1" But Alexander replied in a
weak voice, "We must have ships for all. I shall
not leave till the last soldier has embarked/'

These words have been more quoted than any
other Alexander ever spoke. He would stand by his
people to the last extremity and nothing could move
him. He had developed under the stress of war and
had become a very stubborn man. He was of very
different mettle from King Nicholas of Montenegro,
who had also evacuated his country and got to Dratch.
King Nicholas got away to safety on the first boat..........

The situation at Dratch seemed pitiable In the extreme.
There were no supplies, no transports. The Allies had
failed in their promises. They had assured Alexander
that there would be adequate assistance, but that assist-
ance had devolved upon Italy, who was jealously
perturbed by the presence of the Serbian army in
Albania.

The Regent, now commaiider-in-chief, but very ill,
lay in bed at Dratch and, thinking of the desperate plight
of Serbia, had recourse once more to the Romanofs.
His mind went back to happy days in St. Petersburg
and his conversations with the Tsar. He trusted
Nicholas II and knew him to be a friend. So from his
sick bed he dictated a lettex to the Tsar:

In hope and faith that on the Adriatic shore we
should receive succour promised by our allies, and
the means to reorganize, I have led my armies
over the Albanian and Montenegrin hills.

In these most grievous circumstances I appeal
to your Imperial Majesty, on whom I have ever
relied, as a last hope and I beseech yout high inter-